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Overdiagnosis is a major driver of the thyroid cancer epidemic:
up to 50-90% of thyroid cancers in women in high-income countries
estimated to be overdiagnoses

“Countries such as the USA., ltaly, and France have been most severely affected by overdiagnosis of
thyroid cancer since the 1980s, after the introduction . but the nd striking
example is the Republic of Korea,” says Dr Salvatore Vaccarella, the IARC staff scientist who led the
study. A few years after ulirasonography of the thyroid gland started being widely offered in the

of i screening, i has b
diagnosed cancer in women in the Republic of Korea, with 90% of cases in 2003-2007

estimated to be due to overdiagnosis.”
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